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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the influence of the geopolitical location
of the United Arab Emirates on its foreign policy. The study is based on the main
hypothesis that the geopolitical location of the United Arab Emirates has a
significant influence on its foreign policy, and such policy is merely a response to
the geographical location. The researcher has used the functional system and the
analytical system. The former was used to demonstrate the manner by which the
Emirati decision-maker has utilized the advantages of his homeland’s location, and
how he has used the potentialities of this location to evade the disadvantages ensued
from it. The latter was used to recognize all considerations related to the
geopolitical location, and then to explain and illustrate them in a way that elucidates
any ambiguity.

The researcher has made a number of conclusions through this study with a number
of recommendations, most important are: the geographical location of the United
Arab Emirates is of strategic and economic importance that plays a prominent role
in planning and implementing the foreign policy. Moreover, it is a very sensitive
location due to its close vicinity to an ambitious state that considers that location as
an extension to its various interests in the Persian Gulf. The natural resources in this
location are considered foreign political instruments for the United Arab Emirates,
and foreign workers constitute also a defining factor for the foreign policy with
effects that may endanger the Emirati Society. However, the Emirati decision-maker
does not deny the contribution of this category to the domestic development.

A number of recommendations ensued from the above-mentioned conclusions; most
importantly are: consolidation is of utmost importance and a point of strength in the
foreign policy that begins with the Gulf Cooperation Council and ends with the
great Arab unity in order to end all Arab-Arab conflicts and disputes in which the
United Arab Emirates take part, and which will lead to prevent any external
intrusion. In addition, it’s important to prefer the Arab workers on their foreign
counterparts, and to pay attention to all aspects of the national demographic element
in order to contribute to the Emirati developmental approach. As well as, to
domesticate the technological element in the United Arab Emirates, to alleviate the
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negative impacts of the Emirati food subordination to the world markets and to give
priority to the Arab products, as this lies in the interest of the Arab national effort.
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